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KEY TAKEAWAYS
The UK has developed five principles for the responsible regulation of artificial
intelligence (AI) to promote growth, innovation and public confidence.  The
principles aim to support safe, responsible and innovative uses of AI. They provide
high-level guidance to regulators for assessing AI systems. 

The five principles are:
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Explainability and transparency
Regulators should encourage system developers to ensure
people understand AI decisions by providing clear explanations.
Systems should be transparent about development, capabilities,
limitations and real-world performance — a critical aspect of
responsible AI regulation.

Accountability
Regulators should ensure that AI is human-centric, with
appropriate oversight and controls. Organisations remain
responsible for systems and their impacts. Proportionate
governance measures should manage risks.

Robustness and security
AI systems should reliably behave as intended while minimising
unintentional and potentially harmful consequences. Threats like
hacking should be anticipated and systems designed accordingly.

Privacy
The privacy rights of individuals, groups and communities
should be respected through adequate data governance. The
collection, use, storage and sharing of data must be handled
sensitively and lawfully, aligned with responsible AI regulation
standards.

The guidance attempts to move forth a pragmatic approach
aligned with existing regulatory frameworks. Regulators are
encouraged to collaborate across sectors and jurisdictions
and allow flexible, outcome-focused governance. The
principles aim to build public trust while supporting
innovation and growth in responsible AI for the public
benefit.

Fairness 
AI systems should treat all individuals and groups impartially, equitable and free
from prejudice. As part of responsible AI regulation, regulators should assess
systems for potential bias and ensure transparency around decisions.
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